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Dear Colleagues, 

There are several things I hate about massive amounts of rain. First, my lawn has morphed into what can 

only be described as an Amazon-bluegrass hybrid that grows three inches a day. Second, I might need to 

hire a second receptionist just to field the thunderstorm phobia and ear infection phone calls. Third, 

thereõs not much else to do on a rainy Sunday but clean the basement, which I found myself doing this 

past weekend.  
 

Had it been a sunny day, I would have been doing yard work. Instead, I found a few boxes filled with vet 

school materials and began to weed through them. It was entertaining to laugh at what I highlighted as 

important. While flipping through my notes on diagnostic radiology, my eye caught a note I had hand-

written in the margin, òThe cat spleen is éó Since I couldnõt think of anything particularly distinguishing 

about the cat spleen on a radiograph, I slowly flipped back through the pages to read the complete nugget 

of wisdom. òThe cat spleen is always small.ó Well, duh. Itõs a cat. But, that packet of notes was from my 

first year of school, so I gave myself a break. 

 
What I found truly hysterical was the packet of information about compassion fatigue in our profession. 

Not that compassion fatigue is funny; we do, after all, have a tough job that can be draining at times. The 

articleõs goal was to highlight ways to combat fatigue and deal with the emotions of being in medicine. The 

funny part? In the fill-in section, where we were to list three things we enjoyed doing as hobbies, I had 

listed ògardeningó as number one. Nowhere in my notes did I find anything about what to do if Mother 
Nature blessed us with a spring of nothing but rain and mud. Instead, I think we should all just rely on the 

support of our fellow veterinarians, the occasional dinner with our colleagues, and know that the CVMA 

meetings continue rain or shine (or ice or snow!). Weõre planning some great social events for summer, 

so hopefully weõll see some sunshine soon. 

 

Sincerely, 

Gretchen M. Goode, DVM 

Recording Secretaryõs Report, by Dr. Gwen Steffen 

 
NEWSLETTER  

May 

2011 

www.cincyvma.com  

The May Board Meeting was called to order at 7:06pm.  The meeting was held at Slatt's in Blue Ash.  Board 
members present were Drs. Goode, Steffen, Baum, Bean, Cron, Goeke, Goforth, Kuonen, Mohlman, Strong, 
Williamson and Executive Director Holly Molony.  Board  members absent were Drs. Kemper, Schwartz, 
Walkenhorst, and Brinker.  Dr. Goode presented the President's report and the officer/committee reports 

were given.  The April minutes were read and motion to accept the minutes as written passed.  

Dr. Goode shared the April financial report.  Dr. Bean  reported that the CVMA Facebook page has 18 
members and there is an event page for the Guide Dog Clinic on May 8th.  The password protection/log-in 
feature to the new website is set up and will be available shortly.  Holly Molony reported that the directory 
is being drafted.  She noted that there are 178 paid members.   Board members returned to the discussion 
of creating an associate membership status.  Following extensive discussion, the board approved a motion to 
not create associate memberships at this time.   Dr.Kuonen presented updates from the April Program Com-
mittee.  The Committee discussed adding daytime programs, allowing multiple sponsorships per event, keep-
ing the current location for C.E. meetings, and finalizing the speakers for the remaining C.E. dates.  She also 
informed the Board that the flier for the June Practice Management course has been mailed.  Holly Molony 
spoke on behalf of Dr. Schwartz about CVMA window clings for members as a thank you.  She also noted 
that the membership brochure is drafted for the 2012 renewal process.  The Guide Dog Clinic is Sunday, 
May 8th at Raymond Walter's College Veterinary Technician Building.  Dr. Schwartz is planning a summer 
social event.  Dr. Cron reported that the SPCA Furball was a success, raising $150,000.  The SPCAõs 9th 
Annual Doggie Dash will be held May 28th.   Dr. Goecke reported that the Vet Tech students have filled out 
the applications for the three $500 scholarships offered by the CVMA and that PIN (Pets In Need) has 
helped the students with their dental program.  Dr. Williamson reviewed the outcomes from the Financial 
and Governance Committee meetings.  He reported that the new spreadsheet of monthly expenses is help-
ful, that Quickbooks for Mac is being purchased, and that the next Financial Committee meeting will be in 
September to draft the 2012 budget.  The Governance Committee discussed the possibility of combining 
some Board positions and the need to conduct a more intensive review of the bylaws.  The next Govern-
ance Committee meeting will be in December.  Old Business:  The United Pet Fund was provided contact 
information for Holly Molony regarding their request.  New Business:   An additional 2011 social event was 
discussed, specifically holding a CVMA night at a Reds game, date TBA.   The meeting was adjourned at 

8:45pm. The June Board meeting will be at Slatt's on June 7th. 
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Program Report 

by Dr. Vanessa Kuonen 

JUNE PRACTICE MANAGEMENT SEMINAR 

CVMA is partnering with Commerce National Bank to present a Prac-

tice Management Seminar on Sunday, June 5.  The seminar will be held 

at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Blue Ash.  Registration is required.  For 

more  information on the presenters and how to register, please visit 

www.cincyvma.com or see the ad on page 5.  

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS: 

Tuesday, May 24, 2011-Meghan Herron DVM, DACVB,  Clinical 

Assistant Professor Behavioral Medicine from The Ohio State Univer-

sity will be speaking on topics in behavior.  7-9 pm at the Kingsgate 

Marriott Hotel and Conference Center at the University of Cincinnati : 

151 Goodman Drive, Cincinnati Ohio 45219, 513-487-3800.   

Public Relations Report,  

By Dr. Susanna Hinkle Schwartz 

On May 7, 2011, the Cincinnati Veterinary Medical Association and the 

MedVet Eye Center for Pets hosted a free ophthalmologic examination 

clinic for Service dogs in the greater Cincinnati tri-state area.  Over 

thirty dogs were examined that morning, ranging from a therapy Pug to 

a Doberman guide dog.   The dogs and their owners socialized over 

coffee and donuts while the dogsõ eyes were dilating and old friends 

from past clinics were able to catch up. 

 

A big thanks to the University of Cincinnati Raymond Walters veteri-

nary technician students and Dr. Jane Goecke, who volunteered their 

time and the Raymond Walters Veterinary Technician facility,   Thank 

you as well to Drs. Vanessa Kuonen and John Warren for their exper-

tise and the staff of the MedVet Eye Center for Pets for helping with the 

examinations.  Dr. Kerry Ketring was greatly missed again this year, but 

his hard work in years past continues to pay off. We look forward to a 

fabulous turnout again next year. 

 

If anyone has clients with service dogs (therapy, seizure, disability, guide 

dogs), please feel free to have them contact Dr. Susanna Schwartz at 

schwartz.susanna@gmail.com to be placed on the contact list for the 

2012 clinic. 

Veterinary Technician Report 

By Dr. Jane Goecke 

The RWC veterinary technology students gained valuable experience by  

providing dental services to underserved members of the community in 

conjunction with PIN Pets in Need program this past month. Several 

feline and canine patients were able to show off their beautiful teeth 

after the students cleaned them! 

 



CVMA NEWSLETTER  Treasurerõs Report 

by Dr. Jack Walkenhorst 

As of  April 30, 2011  

Please òLIKEó Us:  CVMA 
Launches Facebook Page  
CVMA has launched a Facebook page as another 

way to communicate with members.  The CVMA Facebook 
page will be used to provide timely updates on CE events, 
pet product recalls and local veterinary news.    
 
To become a friend of CVMA, go to www.facebook.com and 
search for the Cincinnati Veterinary Medical Association.   
Click on the òLikeó button on the CVMA page to receive 
postings and see the latest news.    
 
Members can also share their latest news.   Once you have 
officially òlikedó CVMA, you can then click the òShareó link 
on the left-hand of the screen and this will post a link for all 

of your friends to see as a status update.     



Spotlight Animal Welfare Group,  

By Dr. Diana Cron 
 

SPCA Partners with PetFirst Health Insurance 

As veterinarians, weõve all seen this scenario:  a happy young family brings their bouncy new puppy recently adopted from the SPCA or other 

shelter / rescue for its first exam.  Two days later, this same family is not so happy now, as their not so bouncy puppy has tested positive for 

parvo.  Now the family is faced with the burden of deciding how much veterinary care they can afford for this new addition to their family. Often 

the pet is the loser in this case, as families just arenõt prepared to handle such a big expense. 

 

To help bridge this gap, SPCA Cincinnati has partnered with PetFirst Health Insurance.  Clients adopting pets from SPCA Cincinnati are eligible to 

purchase a one month policy that becomes effective at midnight of the date the policy is purchased.  While typical health insurance policies have a 

2 week waiting period from their purchase date, PetFirst waives this for shelter animals virtually eliminating those dreaded òpre-existing condi-

tions.ó   

 

In 2010, SPCA offered the insurance policy for $5.00 in addition to the adoption fee.  This year, the SPCA staff has increased its efforts to edu-

cate new adopters and lowered adoption fees with the purchase of the insurance policy.  This has led to over 200 policies being purchased in just 

the first three months of 2011.   òWord is getting around, and some veterinary offices that see initial free SPCA exams are REQUIRING these 

pets to have the insurance before their initial exam,ósays Tamara Goforth, SPCA Director of Veterinary Services.  Goforth continues, òThe initial 

PetFirst policy is a win-win situation for everyone involved ð fewer animals are returned to SPCA because of medical problems, veterinarians can 

treat pets appropriately, and pets get the care they needó.     

 

What if the client did not purchase the policy before leaving SPCA with their new pet?  PetFirst will honor the $5.00 introductory price for the 

first 20 days effective at midnight the date of purchase up to 20 days after adoption. This policy will not, however, cover any pre-existing condi-

tions uncovered by veterinary visits between the time of adoption to purchase of the policy.   Once the policy is in place, monthly accident and 

illness coverage can be purchase for $14.95 per month.  PetFirst is also a sponsor of Petfinder.com and is offered as initial insurance policies for 

other local rescue organizations.   Visit www.petfirst.com for a list of benefits or more information.  

 

Please note:  This article is for information purposes only and does not represent an endorsement of the PetFirst.   

http://www.petfirst.com/




From L to R: CVMA Chairman Gretchen Goode, her husband Robert 

Goode, Kelly Baum, and CVMA Board Member Dan Baum.  

From L to R:  Dr. David Bauman and Lori Fenner, past vice chair SPCA 

Cincinnati board  

From L to R:  Connie Wethington (SPCA volunteer and Misty's owner), Judy 
Recker (SPCA board member), Misty Hale (Shelter Manager at Conrey), 
Tamara Goforth (CVMA Bd Member/SPCA Director of Veterinary Services, 

and Dr. Lynn Tanner.  

From L to R:  Dr. Bob Rosing and guest, Pattie and Rusty Wayne, Dr. 

Michael Frederick and guest.   

 2011 SPCA FurBall a Success!   



 

 
Tel:  513-831-3735 or 800-944-8211  
931 State Rt. 28, Milford, OH  45150   

On the web:  www.HillsCompounding.com 

7ÈÁÔ ÃÁÎ (ÉÌÌȭÓ ÄÏ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕȩ?  

Call 513-831-3735 for  more information or  
visit www.hillscompounding.com ɂ>Veterinaryɂ> Anti-Infective  

Corresponding Secretaryõs Report, Dr. William Bean 
Dr. Bean requests that any members who have ideas and suggestions for the website  

send him an email at beandvm@aol.com.    

Nasal aspergillosis is a common fungal condition in dogs that results 

in massive turbinate destruction, pain and death or euthanasia due to 

lysis of surrounding skeletal structures such as the cribiform plate. 

Systemic treatment with oral antifungals is very expensive and often 

accompanied with serious adverse effects, and often is not successful 

(40-70% success).  Traditionally, the treatment of choice for nasal 

aspergillosis in dogs was a one-hour intranasal irrigation of 1% clotri-

mazole solution while the patient was anesthetized. The prolonged 

anesthesia was necessary to allow maximal contact time of the 1% 

clotrimazole solutions that immediately ran out of the sinuses once 

introduced.  This therapy resulted in a success rate of almost 70% 

after a single treatment, but many dogs require multiple treatments....  

To see the full article go to the Hillõs Compounding Pharmacy web-

site link below!  

Treating Aspergillosis in Canines 



 

CVMA CONTINUING EDUCATION  

ARCHIVE 

2011 

 ̔ JANUARY 25, 2011ñDR. ELIIZABETH ROZANSKIñ

RESPIRATORY TOPICSñ2 CE CREDITS 

 ̔ MARCH 22, 2011ñDR. GARY LANTZñTOPICS IN 

DENTISTRYñ2 CE CREDITS 

2010 

¶ JANUARY 26, 2010ð DR. ALICE WOLFñGINGIVITIS, 

STOMATITIS, AND ORAL LESIONS IN CATS-2 CE 

CREDITS 

¶ MARCH 23, 2010- DR. TOM KLEINñREGIONAL ANES-

THESIA AND DENTAL EXTRACTIONSñ2 CE CREDITS  

¶ MAY 25, 2010- DR. BOB STEIN--VETERINARY ANESTHE-

SIA AND PAIN MANAGEMENTñ2 CE CREDITS  

¶ SEPTEMBER 28, 2010ñDR. LYNETTE COLEñOTITISñ2 

CE CREDITS 

¶ NOVEMBER 23, 2010- DR. JEFF HARAñWELLNESS 

TESTINGñ2 CE CREDITS 

Canine and Feline Ophthalmology Medicine Conference  

May 20-21, 2011 

17.5  CE  

Featuring:   

Kerry L. Ketring, DVM, DACVO and Mary Belle Glaze, DVM, MS, DACVO  

 

Topic:  

In the last decade, there has been an increase in the availability and af-

fordability of diagnostic ophthalmic equipment to the general practitio-

ner.  This conference is designed to help the veterinarian utilize these 

new tools and pharmaceuticals to the benefit of both the pet and prac-

tice growth.  Covering all aspects of diagnosis and medical treatment of 

ophthalmic diseases in dogs and cats, this short course will include dis-

eases involving the adnexa, cornea, uvea, glaucoma and retina.  Addi-

tionally, as an elective for a limited number of participants, this short 

course will include a two hour diagnostic lab with live animals. The par-

ticipants will get hands on experience using the techniques described 

during the lectures.  

 

As every busy veterinarian knows technicians play a valuable role in our 

client education, not only in the examination room but also answering 

question on the phone and after an examination. An additional three 

hours of lecture will be offered to technician on Sunday morning.   

 

For further information or to register,  see the website at 

www.vetmedce.osu.edu or contact:    

 

Office of Veterinary Continuing Education 

The Ohio State University, College of Veterinary Medicine 

601 Vernon Tharp Street 

Columbus, OH  43210 

Phone: (614) 292-8727 

Fax: (614) 292-4335 

E-mail: vetmedce@osu.edu 

 

OHIO VET PRACTICES REQUIRED TO ESTAB-

LISH USE TAX ACCOUNT 
All consumers and businesses in the state of Ohio must remit to the 
state any use tax due on purchases made from sources outside of the 
state of Ohio. This is equivalent to the sales tax you would have paid 
for the item in your county of Ohio.  
 
While private individuals are expected to file this return and tax when 
they process their annual Ohio income tax returns, Ohio businesses, 
such as veterinary practices, are required to establish an ac-
count with the state for the periodic payment of the Ohio use 
tax.    
 
The state has launched a program (UTEP) to make Ohio businesses 
aware of the changes.  In the first half of 2011, they are contacting busi-

ness and professional groups to increase awareness of the program.  

 
For the first half of 2011, businesses that have not yet registered an 
account for the payment of the use tax may do so, but will be required 
to self audit their purchases for the past 4 years and remit to the state 
any use tax due without penalties or interest.  
 
In the second half of 2011, the department of taxation will cross refer-
ence the list of use tax account registered businesses against lists of 
businesses registered to pay other Ohio taxes such as payroll taxes and 

sales taxes.  

 
If they find that you do not have a use tax account established, they will 
audit your business going back seven years (they can legally go back ten 
years) and assess interest and penalties to any use taxed owed.  For 
more information regarding the UTEP you may call 614-466-7351 or 

visit the Ohio Department of Taxationõs website at www.tax.ohio.gov. 




